Village of Fonda
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes

Regular/Public Hearing Meeting

Date: November 10, 2025

Time: Opened at 6:32pm

Location: 8 E Main St, Fonda, NY

Meeting Called to Order By: Deputy Mayor Healey

ATTENDANCE

Board of Trustees:

Name

Py
>

Present emote bsent

Bob Klim, Trustee

Lynn Dumar, Trustee

Tim Healey, Trustee, Deputy Mayor

X
X
Scott Sprague, Trustee X
X

Bill Peeler, Mayor

XD

Staff/Officials Present:

Name

Present Remote | Absent

Christine Kearns, Clerk-Treasure

Chris Weaver, Street & Water Commissioner

Stan Waddle, Code Enforcement

[] [] X
X [ Ll
Mike Albanese, Village Attorney D L] L]
X [ Ll
X L] L]

Beverly Guiffre, Village Historian

Public and Guests in Attendance:

e Vanessa Fugitt, Jim Fugitt, Chris Dancy, Dan Erie County, Sal Riggi, Cara Bruno
e Sign-in sheet attached

Deputy Mayor recognized the Marine Corps 250t anniversary.

OPENING OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #1-2025 A LOCAL LAW PROVIDING FOR THE
DEFENSE AND INDEMNIFICATION OF VILLAGE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES.

e Motion by: Deputy Mayor Healey, Seconded by: Trustee Dumar at 6:35pm
o Vote: Aye — [4], Nay — [0], Abstain — [0], Absent — [1]
e Motion: [X] Passed [] Failed

Public comments on proposed law:

Jim Fugitt — Expressed his displeasure with the proposed law and said that the only reason we were
considering it was because of recent events. He then got vulgar and started arguing with Attorney Albanese.
Vanessa Fugitt — Expressed her opinion that the proposed law was only being considered because the mayor
got into trouble over recent events, sated that it was convenient that the mayor and clerk were both absent for
this meeting, and complained about the water. She stated that the water isn’t drinkable but instead of focusing
on that, we're considering a law to protect the mayor. She stated that she wanted every board member to
state what they are getting out of this.

Dan Erie County — Introduced himself and gave a brief overview of what he does. He asked if this is a law
that’s necessary and suggested that we research and make sure that it falls within the law. He questioned if it
is just a matter of getting the law in place to conform to the state law or if it was for another reason. He then
argued with Attorney Albanese over what his rights were and what is allowed to be said during a public
comment.

Attorney Albanese spoke about what is allowed to be spoken about during public comments

Chris Dancy — Questioned the motives for the proposed law and demanded that the mayor resign
immediately.

Cara Bruno — Questioned the need for the law and stated she didn’t understand what the need was for the
law and hoped it isn’t for the wrong reason. She expressed her hope that the people she grew up around
would do the right thing.
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o Sal Riggi — Stated that he doesn’t always agree with or get along with the mayor, but they work together to do
what'’s best for the village. He expressed that more people should work with the board to make things better
for the village. He then stated that people that move here from other places shouldn’t try to change the village
from what it is, he also stressed the fact that Fonda is a village, not a town.

o Deputy Mayor Healey read email from Jennifer Mete-Jeffer

Public Hearing to remain open

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

Motion — To approve the minutes from the October 14, 2025, meeting
e Motion by: Deputy Mayor Healey, Seconded by: Trustee Klim
o Vote: Aye — [4], Nay — [0], Abstain — [0], Absent — [1]
e Motion: [X] Passed [ ] Failed

NEW BUSINESS

Communications Received

Received From Description Date

Mohawk Valley Eco. Dev Dist. | Potential Opportunities that MVEDD can assist with 10/12/25

MVEDD LED Lighting Incentives 10/28/25

T/Mohawk — T & D Mancini Notice of Application for Area Variance (Certified & 1t class mail) | 11/6 & 11/4/25

T/Mohawk — G Schmid Notice of Application for Area Variance (Certified & 1t class mail) | 11/6 & 11/4/25

NYS Department of Health Notice of Violation 11/6/25
Financials:

o Financial reports were provided separately to the Board before the meeting.
e Financial approvals are listed under the motions below.

Motion #2025-52 Audit of Bills pre-approved,
General Water Sewer Total
National Grid 2,173.56 2,173.56
Pay #20 10/17 2,178.57 2,088.68 74.28 4,341.53
ss med eft 10/17 166.68 159.79 5.68 332.15
Pay #21 10/24 2,717.85 2,019.32 74.28 4.811.45
ss med eft 10/24 207.90 154 .47 5.68 368.05
Elan Financial 188.50 12.50 201.00
National Grid 198.15 198.15
Pay #22 10/31 2,561.65 2,088.68 74.28 4,724.61
ss med eft 10/31 195.98 159.79 5.68 361.45
CDPHP 2,747.90 2,747.90 | 2,747.90 8,243.70
National Grid 599.97 2,233.52 2,833.49
Charter Comm 370.00 370.00
Pay #23 11/7 2,291.48 2,360.12 74.28 4,725.88
ss med eft 11/7 175.30 180.54 5.68 361.52

e Motion by: Deputy Mayor Healey, Seconded by: Trustee Dumar
o Vote: Aye — 4, Nay — 0, Abstain — 0, Absent — 1
e Motion: [X] Passed [] Failed

Motion #2025-53 Approval of Abstract #6
General Water Sewer Total
26,438.94 27,930.71 0.00 54,369.65

e Motion by: Deputy Mayor Healey, Seconded by: Trustee Sprague
o Vote: Aye — 4, Nay — 0, Abstain — 0, Absent — 1
e Motion: [X] Passed [] Failed
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Motion #2025-54 Approval of 2017 EFC Grant Water Improvements Payment
Check # | Payee Description Amount
1046 O’Connell Electric Co., Inc. Payment App #8 $3,762.00

e Motion by: Deputy Mayor Healey, Seconded by: Trustee Dumar
o \Vote: Aye — 4, Nay — 0, Abstain — 0, Absent — 1
e Motion: [X] Passed [_] Failed

Motion #2025-55 Approve and Provide Support for the “Light Up the Night — A Holiday Trunk-or-Treat & Light Show” event
to be held at the Village of Fonda Park on Thursday, December 5, 2025, from 6:00pm to 8:00pm, and access to the
facilities prior to the event as coordinated by Montgomery County in partnership with the Village of Fonda. Support for this
event will include access to the park, parking lot area, lighting, and assistance from village staff as needed.

e Motion by: Deputy Mayor Healey, Seconded by: Trustee Sprague
o Vote: Aye — 4, Nay — 0, Abstain — 0, Absent — 1
e Motion: [X] Passed [_] Failed

RESOLUTION #52-2025 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING VILLAGE ELECTION DAY, POLLING PLACE, AND HOURS

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Section 15-104(1)(b) of the New York State Election Law, when the third
Tuesday in March falls on March 17th, the annual Village Election shall be held on the following day, Wednesday, March
18th; and

WHEREAS, the Montgomery County Board of Elections conducts the Village of Fonda elections in accordance with
applicable New York State Election Law; and

WHEREAS, the Village Board of Trustees is required to designate, by resolution, the date, polling place, and hours during
which the polls shall be open for said election;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Fonda hereby designates
Wednesday, March 18, 2026, as Village Election Day; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the polling place for said election is designated as the Village Municipal Building, 8
East Main Street, Fonda, New York; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the polls shall be open for voting between the hours of 12:00 noon and 9:00 p.m.
Eastern Standard Time; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Christine Kearns, Village Clerk, is hereby directed to transmit a certified copy of this
resolution to the Montgomery County Board of Elections and to take such further actions as may be required by law.

Approved and adopted by the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Fonda, Montgomery County, New York, this
10th day of November 2025.

Motion by: Deputy Mayor Healey
Seconded by: Trustee Dumar

Record of Vote:
Board Member A Nay Abstained Absent
Mayor Peeler X
Trustee Healey
Trustee Dumar
Trustee Sprague
Trustee Klim

<
(0]

XXX [ X

Resolution Adopted: [X] Yes [] No

RESOLUTION #53-2025 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND VILLAGE CLERK TO COMPLETE AND
SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO THE NEW YORK STATE CANAL CORPORATION FOR THE PURCHASE OF
WATERFRONT LANDS
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WHEREAS, the Village of Fonda currently utilizes certain parcels of New York State Canal Corporation waterfront
property adjoining the existing Fonda Park and waterfront area for public recreation and community use; and

WHEREAS, additional canal lands located behind the former Montgomery County Highway Department and the Town of
Mohawk Facilities have been identified as suitable for public recreational expansion, including the establishment of a
campground and pedestrian pathway connecting the existing Fonda Park to the proposed campground area; and

WHEREAS, the New York State Canal Corporation provides opportunities for municipalities to request acquisition of
surplus or underutilized canal lands for public benefit purposes, subject to review and approval; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Fonda seeks to formally submit an initial application to the Canal Corporation requesting
consideration for the purchase of the subject lands, with the intent that such acquisition occur for a nominal sum of One
Dollar ($1.00), to enable continued public use, expansion, and improvement of the Village’s waterfront and recreation
facilities, with the final purchase terms to be determined by the Canal Corporation; and

WHEREAS, the New York State Canal Corporation requires an application fee of Ninety-Five Dollars ($95.00) to
accompany the submission, payable to the New York State Canal Corporation, which shall be remitted with the completed
application form.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Fonda hereby authorizes the
Mayor and the Village Clerk to complete, execute, and submit all necessary documents, including the Canal Real Property
Application (Form TA-94415), on behalf of the Village of Fonda for the acquisition of the above-referenced lands for public
recreational purposes; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village Treasurer is hereby authorized to issue payment in the amount of $95.00
for the application fee to the New York State Canal Corporation; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Clerk are authorized to provide any supporting documentation required
by the New York State Canal Corporation and to take such additional actions as may be necessary to effectuate this
application and potential transfer of property; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this Resolution shall accompany the formal application submission
to the Canal Corporation.

Approved and adopted by the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Fonda, Montgomery County, New York, this
10th day of November 2025.

Motion by: Deputy Mayor Healey
Seconded by: Trustee Dumar

Record of Vote:
Board Member Aye Nay Abstained Absent
Mayor Peeler X
Trustee Healey
Trustee Dumar
Trustee Sprague
Trustee Klim

XXX [ X

Resolution Adopted: [X] Yes [ ] No

RESOLUTION #56-2025 VILLAGE OF FONDA RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION AND RECOGNITION FRIENDS
ORGANIZED FOR A NICER DWELLING AREA, INC. (F.O.N.D.A.)

WHEREAS, the Friends Organized for a Nicer Dwelling Area, Inc., affectionately known as F.O.N.D.A., was founded in
1988 by a group of dedicated residents who sought to improve the quality of life, appearance, and community spirit within
the Village of Fonda; and

WHEREAS, over the past several decades, F.O.N.D.A. has provided invaluable support to the Village through its tireless
efforts in planning and hosting community events, beautification projects, and neighborhood initiatives that have
strengthened civic pride and unity; and
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WHEREAS, the organization’s members have devoted countless volunteer hours coordinating holiday celebrations,
decorating public spaces, and sponsoring activities that have brought joy, connection, and togetherness to residents of all
ages; and

WHEREAS, through their selfless service, the Friends Organized for a Nicer Dwelling Area, Inc. has demonstrated a
steadfast commitment to making Fonda a cleaner, more welcoming, and more vibrant place to live, work, and visit; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Fonda acknowledges the tremendous impact F.O.N.D.A. has had on our community, and
though the organization will be formally dissolving at the end of this year, its legacy of civic engagement and community
pride will continue to inspire future generations;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and the Board of Trustees of the Village of Fonda do hereby
express their deepest appreciation and gratitude to the members of the Friends Organized for a Nicer Dwelling Area, Inc.
for their many years of service, dedication, and devotion to our community; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution be entered into the official minutes of the Village of Fonda and that a
certified copy be presented to the members of F.O.N.D.A. in recognition of their outstanding contributions to the Village
and its residents.

BE IT NOTED, that this Resolution was brought forward in absentia by Mayor Bill Peeler, with the full support and
endorsement of the Village Board of Trustees.

Approved and adopted by the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Fonda, Montgomery County, New York, this 10th
day of November 2025.

Motion by: Deputy Mayor Healey
Seconded by: Trustee Dumar

Record of Vote:

Board Member Aye Nay Abstained Absent
Mayor Peeler X
Trustee Healey X
Trustee Dumar X
Trustee Sprague X
Trustee Klim X

Resolution Adopted: [X] Yes [ ] No

RESOLUTION #57-2025 RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION AND CONGRATULATIONS HONORING THE SERVICE
OF CHRISTOPHER WEAVER

WHEREAS, Christopher Weaver has faithfully served the Village of Fonda since November 14, 2011, as Street and Water
Commissioner, providing steadfast leadership, technical expertise, and an unwavering commitment to the maintenance
and improvement of vital village infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, throughout his tenure, Chris has been instrumental in modernizing public works operations, maintaining
water quality and distribution systems, and ensuring the safety, efficiency, and reliability of essential services for the
residents and businesses of the Village of Fonda; and

WHEREAS, his professionalism, dedication, and willingness to go above and beyond have earned him the respect and
gratitude of his colleagues, fellow municipal employees, and members of the community; and

WHEREAS, beyond his service to the Village of Fonda, Christopher Weaver has also contributed greatly to the well-being
of neighboring communities through his work and his many years as a volunteer fireman in two communities, exemplifying
public service and selflessness in protecting others; and

WHEREAS, as Christopher Weaver retires on November 14, 2025, marking fourteen years of distinguished service to the
Village of Fonda, the Mayor and the Board of Trustees wish to extend their heartfelt appreciation and best wishes for a
healthy, happy, and well-deserved retirement;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board of Trustees, on behalf of the residents of the Village of
Fonda, hereby expresses its sincere gratitude and admiration to Christopher Weaver for his many years of dedicated
service and contributions to our community; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution be entered into the official minutes of the Village of Fonda and a
certified copy presented to Mr. Weaver in recognition of his outstanding commitment and service to the Village; and

BE IT NOTED, that this Resolution was brought forward in absentia by Mayor Bill Peeler, with the full support and
endorsement of the Village Board of Trustees.

Approved and adopted by the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Fonda, Montgomery County, New York, this 10th
day of November 2025.

Motion by: Deputy Mayor Healey
Seconded by: Trustee Klim

Record of Vote:

Board Member Aye Nay Abstained Absent
Mayor Peeler X
Trustee Healey X

Trustee Dumar X

Trustee Sprague X

Trustee Klim X

Resolution Adopted: [X] Yes [ ] No
Review of Reports

Department Reports:

DPW and Code Officer — Verbal reports given due to computer issues

o DPW - Helping at water plant, prepping for winter, winterized the bath house, and they have still been working on
water meters.

o Code Officer — Working on violations, expressed that he could really use the tablet if we can get them working,
and shared what he found in the area of the sidewalk that has been requested to be removed.

Clerk Treasurer

e [X] The report was submitted in writing and attached to these minutes.

Mayor’s Report:

e [X] The report was submitted in writing and attached to these minutes.

Trustee Dumar spoke about the F.O.N.D.A’s possible donation before they dissolve.

CLOSING OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #1-2025 A LOCAL LAW PROVIDING FOR THE DEFENSE
AND INDEMNIFICATION OF VILLAGE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES.

e Motion by: Deputy Mayor Healey, Seconded by: Trustee Sprague at 7:59pm
o Vote: Aye — [4], Nay — [0], Abstain — [0], Absent — [1]
e Motion: [X] Passed [_] Failed

EXECUTIVE SESSION

¢ [X] Motion — To enter executive session at 8:00pm to discuss Personnel and Legal Matters
e Motion by: Deputy Mayor Healey, Seconded by: Trustee Dumar
Vote: Aye — [4], Nay — [0], Abstain — [0], Absent — [1]

e [X] Motion — To exit executive session at 8:41pm to discuss Personnel and Legal Matters
e Motion by: Deputy Mayor Healey, Seconded by: Trustee Sprague
Vote: Aye — [4], Nay — [0], Abstain — [0], Absent — [1]
e [] No action was taken
e [X] Action taken — see Motion.
e [] No Executive Session Held
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Motion #2025-56 to withdraw Resolution #54-2025 and Local Law #1-2025 A Local Law Providing for the Defense and
Indemnification of Village Officers and Employees.
e Motion by: Deputy Mayor Healey, Seconded by: Trustee Sprague

Record of Vote:

Board Member Aye Nay Abstained Absent
Mayor Peeler X
Trustee Healey
Trustee Dumar
Trustee Sprague
Trustee Klim
Motion: [X] Passed [ ] Failed

XXX [X

Motion #2025-57 to schedule a public hearing for December 8, 2025, for Local Law #2-2025 A Local Law Providing for
the Defense and Indemnification of Village Officers and Employees.
e Motion by: Deputy Mayor Healey, Seconded by: Trustee Dumar

Record of Vote:

Board Member Aye Nay Abstained Absent
Mayor Peeler X
Trustee Healey
Trustee Dumar
Trustee Sprague
Trustee Klim
Motion: [X] Passed [] Failed

XX |X[X

RESOLUTION # 55-2025 RESOLUTION APPOINTING PART-TIME LABORER

WHEREAS, Street & Water Commissioner Chris Weaver has formally announced his intention to retire effective
November 14, 2025, after many years of dedicated service to the Village of Fonda; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Trustees wish to recognize his commitment and ensure a smooth transition within
the Department of Public Works and Water Department operations; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Weaver has expressed a willingness to continue serving the Village in a part-time, per diem capacity
following his retirement, thereby allowing the Village to retain his valuable experience and technical knowledge;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Fonda hereby acknowledges the
retirement of Chris Weaver, effective November 14, 2025; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that effective November 14, 2025, or immediately following his official retirement date,
Chris Weaver is hereby appointed as a Part-Time Laborer to serve at the direction of the Mayor or future Appointed Street
& Water Commissioner; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that compensation for this position shall be set at $30.00 per hour, pending confirmation of
available funding within the 2025-2026 Village Budget, and that Mr. Weaver shall remain eligible for health insurance
coverage through January 1, 2026, consistent with existing policy and Board approval; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this appointment ensures continuity of operations within the Street & Water
Department and allows the Village to benefit from Mr. Weaver’s ongoing support as a backup licensed water operator,
equipment operator, and project planning resource.

Approved and adopted by the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Fonda, Montgomery County, New York, this 10
day of November 2025.

Motion by: Deputy Mayor Healey
Seconded by: Trustee Klim
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Record of Vote:

Board Member Aye Nay Abstained Absent
Mayor Peeler X
Trustee Healey X

Trustee Dumar X

Trustee Sprague X

Trustee Klim X

Resolution Adopted: [X] Yes [] No
Motion #2025-58 to remove the sidewalk at 48 N Center St. was withdrawn by Deputy Mayor Healey

Motion #2025-59 Endorsement the purchase of security camera and monitoring system for the municipal building
and grounds

e Motion to table by: Deputy Mayor Healey, Seconded by: Trustee Dumar

o Vote: Aye — 4, Nay — 0, Abstain — 0, Absent — 1

e Motion: [X] Passed [ ] Failed

MOTIONS

Summary of Motions Presented:

Motion # | Description

2025-51 October 14, 2025, Regular Meeting Minutes Approval

2025-52 | Audit of Bills — Pre-approved

2025-53 | Approval of Abstract #6

2025-54 | Approval of 2017 EFC Grant Water Improvement Payment

2025-55 | Approval and Support of the Light Up the Night Tree Lighting Ceremony & Event

2025-56 Withdraw Resolution #54-2025 and Local Law #1-2025 A Local Law Providing for the Defense and
Indemnification of Village Officers and Employees.

2025-57 Schedule a public hearing for December 8, 2025, for Local Law #2-2025 A Local Law Providing for the
Defense and Indemnification of Village Officers and Employees.

2025-58 | Remove the sidewalk at 48 N Center St. (withdrawn by Deputy Mayor Healey)

2025-59 | Motion Approving the Purchase of Camera System (Tabled)

Verbal Vote Results:

Motion # Made By Seconded By Vote (A/N/AB) Result
2025-51 Deputy Mayor Healey Trustee Klim A—4,N-0, Absent - 1 Passed
2025-52 Deputy Mayor Healey Trustee Dumar A—4,N-0, Absent - 1 Passed
2025-53 Deputy Mayor Healey Trustee Sprague A—4,N-0, Absent - 1 Passed
2025-54 Deputy Mayor Healey Trustee Dumar A—4,N-0, Absent - 1 Passed
2025-55 Deputy Mayor Healey Trustee Sprague A—4,N-0, Absent - 1 Passed
2025-56 Deputy Mayor Healey Trustee Sprague A—4,N-0, Absent - 1 Passed
2025-57 Deputy Mayor Healey Trustee Dumar A—4,N-0, Absent - 1 Passed
2025-58 Deputy Mayor Healey Withdrawn
2025-59 Deputy Mayor Healey Trustee Dumar A—4,N-0, Absent - 1 Tabled
RESOLUTIONS
Summary of Resolutions Presented:
Resolution # Offered By Second By Title/Description
52-2025 Deputy Mayor Trustee Dumar Resolution Designating Village Election Day, Polling Place, and
Healey Hours
Deputy Mavor Resolution Authorizing the Mayor and Village Clerk to Complete and
53-2025 Hegley Y Trustee Dumar | Submit an Application to the New York State Canal Corporation for
y the Purchase of Waterfront Lands
54-2025 Withdrawn Adopting Local Law No. 1 of 2025 Village of Fonda, County of
Montgomery, State of New York
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Deputy Mayor

55-2025 Healey Trustee Klim Resolution Appointing Part-time Laborer
56-2025 Deputy Mayor Trustee Dumar Rgsolution <_)f Appreciation & Recognition Friends Organized for a
Healey Nicer Dwelling Area

57-2025 aizluetz Mayor Trustee Klim Resolution Retirement — Street & Water Commissioner

Roll Call Vote Results:
Resolution # Bob Klim Lynn Dumar | Scott Sprague Tim Healey Mayor Peeler Result
52-2025 Aye Aye Aye Aye Absent Passed
53-2025 Aye Aye Aye Aye Absent Passed
54-2025 Withdrawn
55-2025 Aye Aye Aye Aye Absent Passed
56-2025 Aye Aye Aye Aye Absent Passed
57-2025 Aye Aye Aye Aye Absent Passed

ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING

The next regular meeting of the Village of Fonda Board of Trustees will be held on December 8, 2025, at 6:30pm at 8
E Main St, Fonda, NY.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:57pm

e Motion by: Deputy Mayor Healey, Seconded by: Trustee Sprague
o Vote: Aye — 4, Nay — 0, Abstain — 0, Absent — 1
e Motion: [X] Passed [_] Failed

Respectfully submitted,

Christine Kearns, Village Clerk
Prepared from notes taken by Trustee Sprague

Submitted on November 2x, 2025




